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Introduction to the Statement 
 

Children and Youth have been neglected for too long, and we urge our governments to act now. 
Since the introduction of the 2030 UN Sustainable Development Goals, young people worldwide 
have contributed hopefully and peacefully to advancing climate justice, equality, and the goal of 
limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. It's time to show up, live up to our (historic) 
responsibilities and keep the goals of the Paris Agreement alive!  

Volunteering in projects from the local to the global level has been a cornerstone of child and 
youth engagement, raising awareness and driving efforts toward a sustainable future for all - 
also in the Nordics. We refuse to passively watch our planet and our future deteriorate. In 
response, rather than waiting for opportunities to be included, young climate activists and 
leaders across the Nordic region united to organize the first ever Nordic Youth and Children 
Climate Conference (NYCCC). The event was convened in Stockholm on 19–21 September, 
bringing together participants from Denmark, the Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, 
Norway, Sápmi and Sweden. 

The conference recognized children and youth as key stakeholders in shaping policies for the 
future. Its purpose was to amplify the voices of Nordic youth and children by delivering 
recommendations that strengthen adherence to international, right-based climate policies. Over 
three days, participants engaged with experts from various UN bodies, gained insights through 
statistical methodologies on priority climate issues, and contributed to workshops designed to 
imagine a viable and livable future. These sessions empowered youth to articulate how the 
Nordic countries can take meaningful action to protect the planet and secure a just and 
sustainable future for generations to come. 

 
Jointly, we as children and youth of the Nordics demand climate justice!  

Our governments must act now to combat the greatest challenge of our time, the climate crisis, 
at COP30 as well as at home. It's essential for our lives and the survival of future generations. 
While we are least responsible for causing the problem, we are among the most vulnerable 
group and greatly affected by its catastrophes. Inheriting consequences of a crisis we didn’t 
cause goes against every principle of intergenerational equity and justice. We demand a livable 
future, the ability to provide for social needs, and that the governments and people in power of 
today ensure a world we can live in tomorrow.  
 

Go to COP30 and negotiate as if our future depends on it, because it does!  
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Top 5 Demands from Nordic Children & Youth 
 
We need climate action: clear, urgent, and uncompromising policies that safeguard our future 
and honor intergenerational equity and historic responsibility. This chapter presents the Top 5 
demands from Nordic children and youth.  
 

1.​ Meaningfully include children and young people in the whole policy cycle, from design, 
creation, negotiations to implementation and evaluation processes.  

2.​ Rapid and full fossil phase out. End unsustainable subsidies across sectors (e.g. energy, 
agriculture, transportation, etc.) and especially divest from fossil fuels in energy 
production to renewable energy sources.  

3.​ Submit and ratify ambitious, gender-transformative and inclusive Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) that keep 1.5 alive and commit to ambitious mitigation targets. 

4.​ Acknowledge that limited capital gains that come at the cost of climate, people, and the 
environment, and oblige the private sector to pay its fair share as well as implement a 
just transition.  

5.​ Commit to long-term change over multiple parliamentary cycles, and provide ambitious 
adaptation and resilience-building strategies that meet our realities and needs. 

 
 
➪ We urge our governments to step up, follow the best available science, and 

make bold, transformative decisions that reflect the voices, realities and 
needs of Nordic children and youth in all their diversities. Our future cannot 

wait! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
​
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Child & Youth Inclusion in Policy Making  
 
Children and young people make over 50% of the world's population, nevertheless we don't feel 
that children and youth are included in drafting current climate policies, not on a global, Nordic, 
or national level. On a local level we feel more included, but not nearly enough. Barriers are that 
decision makers are not taking young people seriously, plus the lack of resources such as 
funding, training, and resources, as well as young people not knowing how to engage and being 
intimidated by the spaces.  

This must change. Possible solutions to enhance meaningful child and youth inclusion could be:  
➢​ Hold frequent child and youth consultations and interactions, also on grassroot level as 

well as on national level especially ahead international conferences to influence their 
positionings; 

➢​ Provide capacity building;  
➢​ Make funds available and easy accessible;  
➢​ Provide more funding for meaningful child and youth participation and projects;  
➢​ Have stronger participation in democratic decisions locally and nationally;  
➢​ Include climate education and policy work in school curricular, which goes beyond 

recycling in climate education and rather includes climate change as school subject plus 
streamline it across disciples;  

➢​ Provide more paid internships at policy institutions;  
➢​ Increase easier access and actively provide spaces for meaningful participation;  
➢​ Provide upskilling of existing groups in change theory, mobilization, negotiation,...;  
➢​ Expand national youth delegates programmes, and equip them with necessary skills, 

training and financial support;  
○​ Equip youth engagement with mandate;  

➢​ Increase facilitation of youth to join negotiations, SBs, COPs, etc.;  
➢​ Show that young voices are included, and lead by example;  
➢​ Include youth organisations early in policy processes;  
➢​ Make it easier for common sense to prevail;  
➢​ Enhance availability and easy access of information;  
➢​ Institutionalize child and youth engagement! 

 
To secure a livable future for all, governments must urgently institutionalize meaningful child and 
youth engagement in climate policy, not as a token gesture, but as a powerful, permanent force 
shaping decisions at every level.​
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Thematic Chapters 
 

Mitigation  

Mitigation is essential to combat the climate crisis and avoid reaching critical tipping points that 
change our world irreversibly. Ambitious policies are essential. Here, the EU should commit to a 
full fossil fuel phaseout before 2035 and limit its dependency on false solutions such as carbon 
capture and storage in its new and updated NDC to meet the global target of reducing 
emissions by 43% by 2035 from the 2019 level and reach net-zero by 2050 to keep the 
temperature increase limit to 1.5 °C by the end of this century.  

Also, the Nordic countries must increase their mitigation efforts and not only present plans to 
reach carbon neutrality, but actually implement these in a timely manner. These efforts must be 
pursued at home as well as through adopting an ambitious Mitigation Work Programme at 
COP30 that keeps 1.5°C within reach.  

This must include a rapid and full fossil fuel phase out, end subsidies into fossil fuels, upscale 
and invest in renewable energy as well as a systematic change in society and structure, 
including but not limited to transportation systems, food and agriculture systems. But also 
obligate the private sector to reach net zero emissions.  
 
To pursue effective mitigation, Parties, especially the Nordic governments 
➢​ Must impose harm-based taxes for industry players;  
➢​ Ensure subsidies should be subject to evaluating adherence to climate goals and 

encourage industry players to develop climate-friendly operations;  
➢​ Reclassify natural gas as non-climate friendly in EU Taxonomy; 
➢​ Encourage consumers to choose sustainable alternatives and use nudging;  
➢​ Underline the  idea of transparency and push companies towards environmental product 

declaration that communicates a product’s environmental impact throughout its entire life 
cycle; 

➢​ Implement emission trade system (ETS) or carbon taxes as part of a carbon pricing 
mechanism to reduce emissions. Providing incentives for negative emissions could 
facilitate the process toward clean technologies;  

➢​ Guarantee that essential standards are clear to avoid greenwashing, take CSRD in the 
EU as an inspiration. In addition it is needed to have harsher punishment if the 
standards are not followed;  

➢​ OBS! Industrial specific solutions should also be shared between competitors and not 
hidden to gain competitive advantage;  

➢​ Add more efforts to restore and protect natural marshlands and peat bogs to increase 
carbon sinks; 

➢​ Ensure that forests in the later parts of ecosystem succession are not logged, to ensure 
increasing the share of old growth forests in the nordics, ensuring carbon sinks forming 
in forest soils. (Carries over to the point below) 
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➢​ Take Nordic forests’ biodiversity into account when mitigating human-driven climate 
change, as diverse forests are more resilient towards the effects of climate change. The 
forestry industry should be required to adhere to biodiversity goals and environmental 
law stronger than it is now, acknowledging that government-owned forestry companies 
are big players in the industry;  

➢​ Commit to sustainable logging limits and aim to increase value yield from harvests, 
limiting forests being logged for mass production of low value goods. Land land user 
permissions and impacts assessment made by municipalities and governmental 
organisations need strong adherence to these goals and environmental law; 

➢​ Mining operations permitted in the Nordics should be done in stronger adherence to 
environmental law and acceptance of local populations affected. National governments 
need to consider ownership of mining rights, natural resources and capital as critical 
assets for both environmental and public safety, security and just transition. (Mining in 
Kiruna mentioned originally); 

➢​ Denmark: regenerating land to protect nature and biodiversity according to EU legislation 
on nature restoration.  

 
It is essential to reduce the harmful effect of human-driven climate change and provide 
long-term value in protecting the environment from the incremental damage caused by progress 
of climate change. 
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Climate Finance  
While the Nordics have an ambitious track record related to climate finance contributions and 
mainstreaming, more work remains to be done in the Nordics and the block could take a 
stronger role in mobilising global ambition on climate finance outcomes at COP30. Given the 
proactive leadership of the Nordic governments in this space, we recognize that climate finance 
is essential to climate justice and successful adaptation, mitigation, and loss and damage 
policies. In this spirit, we urge Nordic governments to:  
 
➢​ Continue to support the historical responsibility of developed nations to contribute to 

climate finance and take leadership on reforming international financial architecture and 
debt structures, while emphasizing climate grants over loan-based or strings-attached 
financing. 

➢​ Eliminate fossil fuel subsidies from Nordic governments and businesses to fully align 
financial policies with their net zero targets and broader Paris Agreement trajectories. 

➢​ Proactively push for further action globally on ensuring climate finance flows are gender 
responsive, and responsive to the needs of groups most vulnerable to climate change 
including, Indigenous People, people with disabilities, women, gender-diverse 
individuals, children, youth, migrants, local communities, and workers. 

➢​ Increase the role of innovative public-private partnerships to further accelerate local 
Nordic climate mitigation and adaptation activities.   

➢​ Provide stronger tax and financial incentives for green investments including government 
subsidies for industries and businesses that pursue zero-waste, circular economy, and 
net zero strategies and business models. 

➢​ Develop common agreements and inclusive financial mechanisms for climate finance in 
the Nordic region to bolster Nordic adaptation and resilience-building efforts. 

○​ Recognize increasing local adaptation needs and ensure adequate public 
financing mechanisms are in place to fund municipal adaptation efforts to climate 
risks, including in critical societal areas such as critical infrastructures, agri-food 
systems, public health, ecosystems, and water resources. 

○​ Special considerations should apply to climate finance requirements from 
Indigenous peoples and groups across the Nordics. 
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Food & Agriculture 
The Nordic Children and Youth supports a systemic dietary shift towards plant-rich diets and 
transition to carbon-limited agri- and blue food systems that protect and restore ecosystems, 
ensuring equitable food security. In line with this, we urge Nordic governments to: 

➢​ Transition from input-intensive agriculture to agroecology and regenerative agriculture 
practices to reduce eutrophication and nutrient runoff, especially into the Baltic Sea, 
restore soil health, watersheds, and ecosystems, and increase agrifood systems' 
resilience:  

○​ Adopt national and regional policies that incentivize these practices, including 
through subsidies, training, and research funding;  

○​ Integrate targets such as nutrient runoff reduction and soil carbon targets into 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs);  

○​ Implement circular farming policies that circulate crops between grains and 
legumes to enhance nitrogen fixation and reduce synthetic fertilizer dependency;  

○​ And, enact soil health legislation that promotes crop rotation, cover cropping, and 
reduced tillage. 

➢​ Contribute to the ocean dialogue and initiatives to reduce the climate impact of fisheries 
and prevent environmental degradation in the Baltic and North Seas: 

○​ Promote small-scale, low-impact coastal fisheries, decreasing reliance on 
bottom-trawling, via mandatory and clear fishing method labelling; 

○​ Incentivise low-emission fishing vessels in the Nordic sea areas, via financial 
mechanisms and regulation; 

○​ Provide subsidies for moving open-sea salmon farming inland and using 
saltwater-based Recirculating Aquaculture Systems (RAS) instead; 

○​ Ban commercial whaling to protect marine biodiversity and carbon sinks, while 
preserving Indigenous traditions and cultures; 

○​ Commit to follow EU regulations on environmental qualities, in terms of chemical 
and heavy metal pollutants, and commit to regular screenings of coastal areas for 
these pollutants 

➢​ Diversify food and agricultural supply-chains to be resilient to climate-induced weather 
shocks in global agricultural breadbaskets: 

○​ Bolster food security by investing in climate-resilient agriculture that is adapted to 
climate and weather extremes; 

○​ Protect heritage crops and crop diversity that are indigenous to the Nordic 
environment.  

➢​ Actively promote plant-rich diets and circular food systems, in line with the 
recommendations of the EAT-Lancet commission and the Nordic Nutrition 
Recommendations, to keep Nordic food systems within planetary boundaries: 

○​ Follow the example set by Denmark, and scale national plant-based plans across 
the Nordic region; 

○​ Incentivize municipalities and local governments to subsidize plant-based food 
systems, while decreasing subsidies for livestock development; 
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○​ Promote Nordic entrepreneurship and solutions for alternative proteins, such as 
algae, pulses and beans, and fermentation-based ones;  

○​ Reverse prohibitions on naming plant-based foods and lower VAT on plant-based 
products, while increasing VAT for animal-based products. 

○​ Actively implement legislation to reduce food loss and waste in accordance with 
the European Union’s new targets on food loss and waste. 
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Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) 
Children and youth are not just future leaders, they are powerful agents of change today. The 
Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) framework under the UNFCCC recognizes the vital role 
of education, public awareness, participation, and capacity-building in driving climate action. 
This chapter explores how ACE can be harnessed to empower children and young people with 
the knowledge, skills, and platforms they need to shape climate-resilient societies. By centering 
child and youth voices in policy, promoting inclusive climate education, and fostering 
intergenerational collaboration, ACE becomes a cornerstone for building a just and sustainable 
future. 

We call on our governments to,  
➢​ Expand national-level curricula to include education and training on environmental and 

climate issues as well as climate science that match technical and educational skills 
needed for jobs and fields related to a green and just transition in the Nordics;  

➢​ Address Indigenous child and youth representation and capacity-building in the design 
and implementation of climate actions related to adaptation, just transition, and climate 
finance goals on Indigenous lands and cultures;  

➢​ Ensure that ACE policies are gender-transformative and intersectional;  
➢​ Design and organize local and municipal climate assemblies that focus on public 

awareness, education, and advocacy on climate issues and provide forums for child and  
youth input into policies at the local level;  

➢​ Invest in child and youth representation in parliamentary assemblies so young people 
can advocate for environmental and climate policies that are intergenerational;  

➢​ Include climate, sustainability and nature as a cross-cutting subject across all 
educational levels;  

➢​ Provide sufficient means of implementation for ACE components, including dedicated 
funding; 

➢​ Address gender disparities in education, capacity building and participation;  
➢​ Mandate full implementation of ACE elements across all frameworks, including but not 

limited to NDCs, NAPs, LT-LEDS;  
➢​ Mainstream ACE into all workstreams under the UNFCCC.  

 
A Nordic perspective 
As Nordic children and youth we emphasise the need to address our specific regional realities 
and challenges at home. There must be a specific education and awareness campaign 
sensibilising Nordic citizens about the risks and challenges climate crisis causes to our lands, 
heritage and culture. Within Nordic cooperation, dialogues on and implementation of climate 
action must be informed by diverse gender and Indigenous representation (including but not 
limited to Sami and Inuit children and youth) that guides national and regional policy design 
related to adaptation, just transition, disaster risk management, and climate finance goals. 
Children and youth representing these identities must be given meaningful participation and 
training to engage in these policy forums to contribute to effective policy outcomes.  
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A human rights perspective  
Protests, demonstrations and actions are crucial in shaping public awareness and enhance 
engagement on environmental, climate and social matters. While these are conventional rights 
for us, we do notice with concerns backsliding on these fundamental rights, also in the Nordics.  

We call on our governments to counteract this and,  
➢​ Protect the right to peacefully protest and engage in climate activism without 

repercussions, plus support the enhancement of safeguards for WEHRDs and child and 
youth climate activists;  

➢​ Enforce safe policing, training for public police officials, and rigorous evaluation & 
investigative process for violations against non-violent protestors; 

➢​ Ensure transparent legal frameworks that uphold freedom of assembly and expression, 
and prevent the misuse of laws to silence dissent or intimidate activists;  

➢​ Promote civic education and child and youth participation in democratic processes, 
recognizing protest as a legitimate form of engagement and advocacy;  

➢​ Establish independent monitoring bodies to oversee protest-related incidents and ensure 
accountability for any abuse of power;  

➢​ Foster collaboration between civil society, child- & youth-led movements, and public 
institutions to co-create safe spaces for dialogue, activism, and environmental justice.    

By safeguarding these rights and creating enabling environments, governments can 
demonstrate their commitment to democratic values and empower children and youth to be 
active contributors to climate solutions. Protest is not a threat. It is a vital expression of care, 
courage, and commitment to a better world. 
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Adaptation  
Nordic children and youth strive for a future where climate risks and impacts are proactively 
managed in the Nordics and stronger consideration of transboundary climate risks are 
implemented to drive climate adaptation as a global public good for the benefit of all. Adaptation 
should be guided by strong principles and in service to the most at-risk groups. In line with this, 
we urge Nordic governments to:  
 
➢​ Adopt and mainstream the 100 Global Goal on Adaptation Indicators at Belem in CMA.7 

to enhance climate resilience, adaptive capacity, and sectoral adaptation.  
➢​ Bridge the adaptation finance gap for LDCs and developing countries, by bolstering 

contributions to climate finance that allows countries to implement their NAPs.  
➢​ Pursue and fund adaptation strategies that respond to existing and emerging climate 

risks and impacts in the Nordics.  
➢​ Align national disaster risk reduction strategies and climate change adaptation planning 

to incentive synergistic actions on climate risk reduction and preparedness efforts.  
➢​ Co-design localized adaptation efforts with whole-of-society approaches, and particularly 

with at-risk groups and stakeholders, including the elderly, women, children, youth, 
persons with disabilities, low income households, unhoused persons, and Indigenous 
groups.  

➢​ Invest in climate risk early warning systems to prepare for extreme weather events and 
disasters that cross international borders (e.g. flooding, heatwaves, wildfires, etc). 

➢​ Invest in green and blue infrastructure at communal, municipal, and urban level to adapt 
to and reduce the effects of climate risks and extreme weather events. 

➢​ Design and implement structural measures such as cooling shelters, green spaces, 
green roofs, wind corridors, and overflow sites for heat and flooding risks. 

➢​ Develop heat action and preparedness plans to counter extreme heat events in large 
urban cities, that include foreign residents, the elderly, and other at-risk groups. 

○​ Update the preparedness and response capacities of the civil 
protection/contingency agencies and the public health and critical infrastructure 
sector.  

➢​ Within the Nordic Climate Adaptation programme, we urge governments to account for 
and address transboundary climate risks from inside and outside the Nordics.  

➢​ Institutionalize a framework for cross-border migration to the Nordics from those who 
classify as a climate refugee. 

➢​ Develop cross-border and regional risk assessments that include transboundary climate 
risks to the Nordics to guide regional, national, and sectoral adaptation planning. 

➢​ Include transboundary climate risks in National Adaptation Plans and strategies to 
reduce the risk of maladaptive adaptation strategies and outcomes. 

➢​ Expand and fund adaptation projects that explicitly address transboundary climate risks 
through aligned and shared policy interventions at the bilateral and regional level.  

➢​ Bolster Nordic resilience to climate shocks by investing resilience and preparedness 
funds in critical industries, agri-food systems, transportation, and global supply-chains.  
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Gender  
In speaking of gender inequality, it is important to acknowledge the global context in which 
gender equality and women's rights are backsliding and experiencing a decline of public 
interest. In that context we also acknowledge that in the Nordics we are privileged to have some 
of the highest levels of gender equality in the world and have not been necessarily as affected in 
the global context, but have the responsibility to advocate for this matter.  

We urge the Nordic governments to acknowledge adverse, intersectional and unequal climate 
impacts on girls, women, gender-diverse people and LGBTQIA+ communities and proactively 
integrate inclusive gender representation via various intersectional identities related to social 
demographics/identities/marginalisations, such as disabilities (incl. mental health), housing, 
LGBTQAI+ identities, educational background, income and class, refugee status, age, religion, 
race/ethnicity, and neurodiversity in climate related policies.  

Acknowledge that the climate crisis and gender equality are highly interconnected and one can 
not be addressed without the other. We cannot have all-encompassing climate justice without 
gender justice. To us, in the Nordics addressing the climate crisis from a gender equal 
perspective means:  

With regards to the UNFCCC processes we specifically call to,  

➢​ Guarantee that all UNFCCC processes adopt an intersectional, inclusive approach that 
goes beyond binary gender categories to reflect this diversity and specific vulnerabilities; 

➢​ Explicitly integrate sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), as well as 
gender-based violence (GBV) and Harmful Practices (HP) into all climate negotiations 
and frameworks, recognizing their critical connection to climate justice and the protection 
of bodily autonomy and safety; 

➢​ Co-design climate and environment policies through meaningful participation in the 
whole policy cycle and decision-making, implementation, monitoring, evaluation, and 
learning (MEL) process;  

➢​ Embed gender considerations into climate finance processes to bolster adaptation, just 
transition, and green job outcomes and ensure gender-transformativity;  

➢​ Develop and expand national training on climate policy and negotiation that create 
mechanisms for greater gender and participation at international climate negotiations;  

➢​ Include children and youth from diverse gender and Indigenous representation in local, 
national, and regional policy design and implementation on climate action;  

➢​ Ensure in risk areas equal and just access to education for women and girls;  
➢​ Integrate gender, health, and climate considerations (including sexual and reproductive 

health and rights, access to birth control, safe delivery, safe abortions, menstrual 
products, gender-based violence, child care) into climate and disaster risk management 
practices and responses, as well as the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA);  

➢​ Include gender considerations into resilience building as well as gender-transformative 
disaster response measures. This should be strengthened through awareness building, 
and resources provided also e.g. by the Nordic countries.  
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At COP30, Parties must adopt a new Gender Action Plan (GAP). This new GAP must,  

➢​ Ensure that girls and women from traditional and marginalized communities have their 
voices, knowledge, and priorities recognized in the decision-making and formulation of 
climate policies. This includes acknowledging and strengthening ancestral knowledge, 
cultural practices, and sustainable ways of life that have been historically built by girls 
and women in their territories; 

➢​ Integrate sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), gender-based violence 
(GBV), harmful practices (HP), maternal, neonatal, child, and adolescent health 
(MNCHA), mental health, and psychosocial support as core components;  

➢​ Explicitly integrate children, girls and young people into the new GAP;  
➢​ Strengthen mechanisms for meaningful participation and leadership of women, girls, 

gender-diverse people, youth, and marginalized communities;  
➢​ Embed comprehensive gender- and age-disaggregated data collection and reporting 

mechanisms within the GAP framework, enabling evidence-based policies that reflect 
the realities of vulnerable groups including children, youth, women, and gender-diverse 
individuals;  

➢​ Promote intersectional and inclusive approaches in the implementation of GAP, 
recognizing the compounded vulnerabilities and unique strengths of Indigenous Peoples, 
local communities, LGBTQIA+ persons, and persons with disabilities;  

➢​ Request to the Secretariat to facilitate either a technical or an expert dialogue on how 
the triple crisis impacts SRHR, GBV and other Harmful Practices for Parties and 
observers, by including relevant UN partners, e.g. UNFPA and UNICEF;  

➢​ Strategic allocation and design of gender-responsive finance and sufficient means of 
implementation for a full implementation of the new GAP in all countries;  

➢​ Providing gender-climate communication toolkits, including social media templates and 
outreach materials tailored to national contexts, enabling effective public engagement on 
gender and climate issues. 

  
 
 

 

15 



 

Just Transition  
The climate crisis affects us all. We need a just transition and must leave no one behind. Hence, 
we call on Parties to establish a Global Just Transition Mechanism to promote and support 
people-centred, inclusive and just transition pathways in industrialised and developing countries, 
particularly in countries that need special support.  

The mechanism should: 

➢​ promote knowledge sharing, capacity building and access to instruments, 
➢​ provide technical support for sector pathways, NDCs/NAPs/LT-LEDS, and capacity 

building, strengthen coherence within UNFCCC structures, and 
➢​ strengthen international cooperation, including the provision of financing for just 

transition pathways. 

Adoption of common UNFCCC principles for just transition pathways based on human rights 
and different dimensions of justice. These should serve as guidelines for national and 
international policies, as well as for the work of the mechanism. 

➢​ Phasing out fossil fuels: sustainable and just transition pathways are inherently linked to 
the 1.5 degree target. 

➢​ Integration into national climate plans: commitment to embed just transition principles in 
NDCs, NAPs and LT-LEDS, as well as to report on progress; establishment of inclusive, 
participatory mechanisms at national level. 

➢​ Fair international cooperation and financing: Commitment to transparent, 
non-debt-based climate financing; promotion of technology transfer, knowledge sharing 
and capacity building for the Global South. 

➢​ Agriculture: Recognise agriculture as the second major transformation and integrate it 
into the global mechanism for just transition. 

➢​ Social justice, rights and participation: Anchor labour rights, social protection, gender 
and intergenerational justice, and protection of Indigenous rights in all phases of the 
transition. As well as the rights of future generations.  

Given the need to rapidly and comprehensively phase out fossil fuels and transition to green 
and renewable energy, we must ensure that this transition is inclusive of at-risk groups in the 
Nordics.  

As such, we urge Nordic governments to: 

➢​ Co-design and implement just transition policies that include children and youth from 
diverse gender, ethnic, socio-economic, and Indigenous backgrounds to guide inclusive 
decision-making, intergenerational collaboration, intergenerational wellbeing, and child & 
youth empowerment;  

➢​ Phase out fossil fuels and retrain impacted workers in sustainable and net-zero 
industries that bolster Nordic businesses and initiatives; 

➢​ Stop subsidising fossil fuels, start subsidising renewable energy on the national level;  
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➢​ Recognise the adverse impacts of climate change that the Sámi people are facing. On 
one hand, the climate risks of losing livelihoods and spaces for reindeer herding, as well 
as that the costs of the green transition for renewable energy and critical raw materials 
(for lithium batteries for example) are often placed on them, as mining operations are 
increasingly common on Indigenous Sámi lands (often without consent);  

➢​ Provide incentives for just transition in rural communities to reduce the likelihood of a 
two-tier just transition in Nordic countries and leave no one behind;  

➢​ Bolster local and Indigenous livelihoods that depend on local and shared ecosystems 
and land practice such as reindeer herding; 

➢​ Reduce environmental and climate pollutants of critical raw materials extraction and 
renewable energy development in the Nordics;  

➢​ Eliminate mining operations on Indigenous lands that are not invited with consent from 
local indigenous groups and communities;  

➢​ Invest climate finance funds in child and youth initiatives and programmes focused on 
the just transition and climate action and expand their inclusivity for marginalized 
communities in Greenland, Sapmi, Faroe Islands, and other areas. 
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Loss & Damage 
2025 is on track to become one of the hottest years on record. Around the world, people are 
losing their lives and their livelihoods. In 12 European cities, a study revealed that global heating 
was responsible for 65% of the total death toll. And in the Nordics global warming is four times 
faster than the rest of the world. The summer’s droughts, heat waves, and floods have cost the 
EU an estimated €43 billion in 2025, and it is predicted that their ripple effects will cause 
cumulative damage to the European economy of about €126 billion by 2029. Intense rainfall 
was recorded in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, uprooting millions from their homes, upending 
lives, livelihoods, and destroying critical infrastructures. These events provide irrefutable proof 
that the climate crisis is here, the impact is worsening with each passing day, and that urgent 
measures are needed to prevent further losses and damages and to protect the most affected 
communities.  

The Nordics have long stood as a defender of international law and multilateralism. Yet when it 
comes to climate justice, the leadership has fallen short. The cost of climate inaction in the form 
of climate-induced loss and damage is paid by those who have done the least to cause the 
problem: children, youth, marginalized communities, island states and least developed countries 
(LDCs). There is an urgent need for new, additional, predictable, accessible, and grant-based 
finance for the most impacted to adapt to the impacts and to avert, minimize, and address loss 
and damage.  

While the EU’s climate finance has been increasing, there is a need to increase it substantially 
at the speed and scale required. Around half (51%) of climate finance by EU Member States 
was extended as loans, while only 45% was extended as grants, with equity, guarantees, and 
other instruments making up the remaining 4% in 2022. The EU’s overall climate action and 
current 2030 emissions reduction target have been rated as ‘Insufficient’ by the Climate Action 
Tracker.  

We, the Nordic youth and children, recognize that mitigating the harmful effects of human-driven 
climate change is vital for our future and provides long-term value in protecting the environment 
from the incremental change caused by the progression of climate change. We stand in 
solidarity with, and echo the demands of those most affected by climate crisis and the Loss & 
Damage Youth Coalition.  

We expect that future pledges, emission reduction targets, and financial contributions from the 
EU, Norway and Iceland will align with the region's debt to the world’s frontline communities:  
➢​ Ensure that the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) provides at least 

$400 billion per year by 2030;  
➢​ End all investments in the fossil fuel industry;  
➢​ Full fossil fuel phaseout before 2035 and limit its dependency on false solutions such as 

carbon capture and storage;  
➢​ Take a leadership role in encouraging other higher-emitter countries to increase their 

contributions to the FRLD, which should be new, additional, accessible, and come in 
grant form.  
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Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)  
 
When ratifying the Paris Agreement 10 years ago the governments of the Nordics committed 
legally to present ambitious climate action plans - so-called Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) in accordance with Article 4 of the Paris Agreement - every 5 years that lay out the 
steps taken to limit global warming to a maximum of 2 degrees, with ambitions to 1.5 degrees.  
This year marks the third round of NDCs with the initial deadline having passed in February 
2025. Nevertheless countries, including Denmark, Finland and Sweden, have not submitted 
their NDC. This chapter focuses on our demands and expectations on the NDCs, as well as a 
review of Norway's and Iceland's NDC 3.0. 
 
Iceland  
We welcome Iceland's timely submission of their Nationally Determined Contributions, including 
the references that just transition and gender equality are fundamental when it comes to climate 
policies.  
As children and youth of the Nordics we strongly emphasise that these gender-sensitive and 
gender-transformative elements are crucial when implementing any (climate) policies. However, 
just referencing gender is not sufficient. It is crucial to recognise and address the differentiated 
impacts climate crisis has on children, girls, youth, women, and gender-diverse people, 
especially those who are Black, afro descendent, Indigenous, disabled or members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community.  
Additionally, we are concerned that the NDC 3.0 of Iceland does not even mention children, 
adolescents, youth or young people once - neither future generations. Despite the well-known 
fact that children, youth and future generations are amongst the most affected when it comes to 
climate crisis. Similarly impacts or references to health are overlooked and not mentioned.  
 
Based on the review of Iceland's NDC 3.0, we jointly demand:  
➢​ Adopt the universal NDC Youth Clause, which calls for a commitment to appreciate 

young people as agents of change while prioritising girls, women, gender-diverse 
individuals and marginalized groups; 

➢​ Recognize and address interlinkages between sexual and reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR), Gender-Based Violence (GBV), harmful practices (HP) and climate crisis in 
their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and outline detailed plans to address 
these; 

➢​ Integrate disaggregated data on gender, child and youth inclusion in the NDC; 
➢​ Ensure a human-rights based approach throughout all climate policies and actions; 
➢​ Integrate health and psychosocial well-being into NDCs through a Health in All Policies 

Approach that recognises the necessity of cross-sectoral climate action to maximise 
health promotion and protection; 

➢​ Recognise the rights of children and future generations, included but not limited to the 
right for a livable and equitable future, and the foundational principle of intergenerational 
equity as per ICJ Advisory Opinion; 

➢​ Ensure sufficient grant-based financing for actions related to children & youth, Gender, 
ACE and health, which reach grassroot levels; 
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➢​ Provide specific policy changes and initiatives to engage women, girls, youth and 
Indigenous Peoples in implementing NDCs, such as advisory groups, councils, 
partnerships, and improved hiring structures. 

 
Norway  
We welcome Norway's timely submission of their Nationally Determined Contributions, including 
the commitment to public participation in a gender-responsive manner, specifically also of 
Indigenous Peoples, clear commitments to gender equality and human rights, and the 
recognition of children and youth perspectives as crucial in NDC implementation.  
 
Based on the review of Norway's NDC 3.0, we demand the following: 
➢​ Go beyond binary gender categories. While ensuring gender balance and diversity in the 

national delegation is a great first step, this should also be reflected in the NDC as well 
as any other policies, texts and positions with going beyond binary gender categories 
and throughout include gender-diverse individuals next to men and women;  

➢​ Recognize and address interlinkages between sexual and reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR), Gender-Based Violence (GBV), harmful practices (HP) and climate crisis in the 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and outline detailed plans to address these; 

➢​ When speaking about gender equality, reference girls, adolescent women, and 
gender-diverse individuals next to women;  

➢​ Integrate health and psychosocial well-being into NDCs through a Health in All Policies 
Approach that recognises the necessity of cross-sectoral climate action to maximise 
health promotion and protection; 

➢​ Provide specific policy changes and initiatives to engage women, girls, youth and 
Indigenous Peoples not only in implementing NDCs, but in all stages of policy cycles 
through for example advisory groups, councils, partnerships, and improved hiring 
structures.  

 
European Union (including Denmark, Sweden, Finland)  
Up to this date the European Union (EU) including the Nordic countries of Denmark, Sweden 
and Finland did not submit their 3rd edition of their NDC. This means the EU NDC will miss the 
important time window to be included into the NDC synthesis report, which won’t feature NDCs 
submitted after September 2025 nor be updated. This is not only very unfortunate, but also 
paints a dark picture of those having caused the crisis, and having all resources, financial 
means and technology available to them, being unable to submit their action plan - something 
they legally binding committed themselves to. A letter of intent is not enough. We urge the EU to 
present and submit their NDC as soon as possible, and well before COP30.  
 
The EU NDC 3.0 must:  
➢​ Meaningfully and robustly integrate children and young people throughout the NDC; 
➢​ Adopt the Universal NDC Youth Clause;  
➢​ Include a clear commitment to human rights and that all policies are rooted in the 

principles of human rights, gender equality and intergenerational justice;  
➢​ Be gender-responsive throughout;  

20 

https://universalyouthclause.org/


 

➢​ Go beyond binary gender categories, and recognise gender-diverse individuals 
throughout as well as the differentiated impacts of climate crisis on different genders;  

➢​ Recognize and address interlinkages between sexual and reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR), Gender-Based Violence (GBV), harmful practices (HP) and climate crisis in 
their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and outline detailed plans to address 
these; 

➢​ Integrate health and psychosocial well-being into NDCs through a Health in All Policies 
Approach that recognises the necessity of cross-sectoral climate action to maximise 
health promotion and protection; 

➢​ Recognise the rights of children and future generations, included but not limited to the 
right for a livable and equitable future, and the foundational principle of intergenerational 
equity as per ICJ Advisory Opinion; 

➢​ Ensure sufficient grant-based financing for actions related to children & youth, Gender, 
ACE and health, which reach grassroot levels; 

➢​ Provide specific policy changes and initiatives to engage women, girls, youth and 
Indigenous Peoples in implementing NDCs, such as advisory groups, councils, 
partnerships, and improved hiring structures. 

 
NDCs at COP30  
Similar to the Climate Week at the United Nations General Assembly, we expect the NDCs to 
take centerstage at COP30 in Belém, Brazil. It is crucial to ensure that the synthesis report is 
adopted, maybe even as part of a COP30 Cover Decision which further establishes a 
commitment to science, and that every policy and outcome is rooted in the fundamental 
principles of human rights, intergenerational equity and gender justice.  
However, we also must acknowledge and address that the NDCs presented, even if 
implemented fully and timely, are not sufficient to keep 1.5 within reach. Parties must commit to 
more ambitious climate policies with timely and thorough implementation. As children and youth 
of the Nordics, we urge our governments to lead this way and ensure a future for us, and 
generations to come.  
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Nordic Regional Cooperation  
 
As Nordic children and youth, we recognize the positive role that Nordic regional cooperation 
has for our shared future. In this, we are all on the same ship and must cooperate to safeguard 
current and future generations. As it stands, there are more policy areas and spaces for Nordic 
children and youth to meaningfully participate and co-create a shared Nordic future with 
policymakers. Children and youth’s right to be heard is a legal obligation. To accomplish this, we 
urge Nordic Governments to:  
 
➢​ Expand meaningful children and youth participation, training, and capacity-building in 

local, national, and regional policy forums related to decision-making and policy 
development in the Nordics; 

➢​ Create a youth quota in Nordic regional cooperation programmes designed by the Nordic 
Council and Nordic Council of Ministers to ensure that youth are involved; 

➢​ Recognise children and youth as co-designers and key stakeholders for Nordic-based 
initiatives and programmes beyond the consultation process; 

○​ Similar measures should take place across local municipality boards, 
parliamentary assemblies, national governments, and other bodies that feed into 
regional or cross-border processes; 

➢​ Expand the diversity of youth representatives at the Nordic Youth Council and 
NORDBUK to include persons from diverse gender, socio-economic, ethnic, religious, 
disability and Indigenous backgrounds; 

➢​ Establish strong proactive frameworks for children and youth participation before a crisis 
occurs, to bolster their adaptive capacity, agency, decision-making, and recovery in 
times of crisis or disaster.  

 
Climate crisis does not stop at borders. It affects us all. And only together can we address and 
combat the climate crisis. Nordic cooperation is essential in the fight against climate crisis - and 
the fight for our future! 
 
 

 

22 



 

Closing  
 
We, the Nordic children and youth, stress the need for urgent climate action and child & youth 
empowerment. We expect words to be followed up by action, and implore the need and 
responsibility to ensure a livable future for all.  
 
When we asked in the room at the Nordic Youth & Children Climate Conference what we wished 
for at COP30 the answer that came most often was: “Please come to at least one agreement” 
followed by “People are more important than money”. It's sad and concerning to see how little 
hope young people have in these international processes currently. And that will not change 
unless Parties deliver real ambitious climate policies that are timely implemented and great 
change at grassroot level. Trust has to be restored. Together, we ask you as Parties, negotiators 
and stakeholders to act now, dismantle the power structures perpetuating and exacerbating 
inequalities.  
 
10 years after the Paris Agreement the message is loud and clear: We don’t have time. We are 
not on track. Countries fail to keep the Paris Agreement alive - including the commitment to 
intergenerational equity as per Preamble of the Paris Agreement.  
 
One thing must be clear, backtracks from the Paris Agreement are not-negotiable. Stop 
polluting. End all fossil fuel subsidies. Ensure a rapid and full fossil fuel phase out. And do it in a 
just, equitable and gender-tranformative manner.  
 
All policies, plans as well as COP30 outcomes must be rooted in the best available science, and 
not in political, polluting and business interest. It's time to change the lobbyist you talk to: Young 
people are expert drivers of more vibrant, creative, sustainable societies. And even more, young 
people hold the answers and the wisdom needed to build a better, brighter future. 
 
And moreover, children and young people make up over 50% of the world's population. We 
deserve a seat at the table. Not in the corner watching. Listen to the children and young people. 
We are not only victims of the climate crisis, but agents of change. Governments must ensure 
that every decision is consulted with children and youth and calculates the cost on the 
environment and future generations. This ensures long-term sustainability over short-term 
interests.  
 

➪ The time for empty promises is over.  
 

➪ We urge you, listen to the best available science, be brave and make the 
decisions needed. Take this crisis seriously as your life, our lives and our 

children's lives depend on it - because they do. It's our future, listen to us!  
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